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Joan’s Notes
Andrew accompanied our group to see The 
Full Monty at The Little Theatre On The Square 
in Sullivan. Despite being a comedy, it touched 
on serious subjects, such as unemployment 
and body image, and made for a highly 
entertaining show. 

Next, the Mariner Club journeyed to Alaska. 
Our adventure began in Fairbanks with 
a cruise on an authentic sternwheeler 
riverboat down the Chena River. The next 
day, we traveled to Denali National Park 
where we saw the top of Mt. McKinley. It 
was on to Talkeetna and Anchorage where 
we took a train to the Alaska Wildlife 
Conservation Center. Our next portion was 
a Princess Cruise with ports of call in Skagway, 
Juneau, Ketchikan, cruising through Hubbard 
Glacier and Glacier Bay. We concluded our 
trip in Vancouver, Canada touring Victoria 
and Butchart Gardens, the most beautiful 
gardens I have ever seen!

Andrew and the Mariner Club were back at 
The Little Theatre to see the infamous Church 
Basement Ladies. Funny and down-to-earth, 
it was easy to recognize these ladies of the 
Lutheran church as we witnessed the year 
unfold below the house of God. Our trips to 
Sullivan would not be complete without first 
stopping for lunch at Yoder’s Kitchen and 
then a quick visit to Beachy’s Bulk Foods. 

On September 12th, our tour began in London 
with a unique culinary experience in the 
famous Borough Market. The next day, we 
toured the must-sees, Trafalgar Square, the 
Tower of London, Big Ben, Kensington and 
Knightbridge. We also visited the stately and 
expansive Windsor Castle. Then, we left for 
Paris where we visited the Louvre Pyramid, 
the Palace of Versailles, the Eiffel Tower and 
a dinner cruise on the Seine River. What a 
wonderful trip!

Our Mariner Club members also traveled to 
Tuscany and the Italian Riviera. We enjoyed 
a scenic journey through Tuscany’s graceful 
low-lying hill to the lovely city of Siena. We 
also spent a day exploring the colorful cliffside 
villages of Cinque Terre. We saw so many 
beautiful sites and everyone enjoyed this trip!

                                     
Joan
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Imperial Russia  
Travel Show - Springfield – October 31, 2019
Travel Show - Champaign – November 1, 2019
July 16 - 24, 2020

Get a glimpse into the world’s largest country and experience the 
distinctive allure of Russia, a land abundant with intrigue and history. 
Like an intricate matryoshka doll, Russia is a multi-layered country with 
discoveries around every corner. Begin your journey in Moscow, Russia’s 
dynamic capital city. Enjoy a walking tour of Moscow’s historic Kremlin 
and Red Square where you’ll stand in awe of Saint Basil’s Cathedral. Get 
acquainted with Russia’s epicurean roots on an immersive food tour. 
Enter the imposing Winter Palace and tour the Hermitage Museum, 
the second largest museum in the world. Discover the lavish summer 
residence of Russian Tsars, the Catherine Palace. Cruise the regal streets 
of St. Petersburg in a Vintage Soviet car. Full of energy, surprises and 
grandeur – Russia awaits. Travel by high–speed train between 
Moscow and St. Petersburg.

Cultural Experiences:
 •  Navigate Russia’s bustling capital like a local when you travel via 

the stunning Moscow Metro system.
 •  Ride through the historic streets of St. Petersburg in a vintage
  Soviet car.
 •  Join a local expert for an in–depth conversation on life behind 

the Iron Curtain.

Must – See Inclusions:
 •  Enjoy the heart of Moscow with a guide as you take in the Kremlin 

and the Armoury Museum.
 •  Discover the largest collection of paintings in the world on a guided 

tour of the renowned Hermitage Museum.
 •  Enjoy a relaxing boat cruise along the Moscow River.
 •  Explore the opulent summer home of Russian aristocracy at 

the magnificent Catherine Palace.

Culinary Inclusions:
 •  Get a true taste of local culture during an immersive walking tour 

where you’ll learn about Russian culinary traditions.
 •  Dine at a classic Georgian restaurant and sample dishes popularized 

during Imperial Russian times.



Golden California and Nevada
Travel Show – Springfield – October 10, 2019
September 9 – 16, 2020

Hear the history of “gold in them thar hills!” See a golden sunset while 
cruising deep blue waters. Gaze up through giant Redwoods filtering 
golden rays. Enjoy riding a train from the “Golden Age.” Ride across 
the Golden Gate Bridge! Venture the Famous Coastal Highway to 
Monterey. Visit vineyards bathed in beautiful golden sunlight. 

See, Swirl, Sniff, Sip, Savor and Repeat.

 •  4 Nights San Francisco

 •  Chinatown – a Guided Walk down the famous Grant Avenue. 

 •  Lombard Street – ‘the most crooked street in the world’. 

 •  Cable Car Barn Museum - The Cable Car Barn Museum is a working 
facility controlling all of the cable cars. We will ride on a Cable Car.

 •  Ghirardelli Square - After the company relocated it was reborn as a 
mixed use retail area, with restaurants and shops offering many 
ways to enjoy the famous Ghirardelli Chocolate. 

 •  Alamo Square Park - the home of famous “Postcard Row Victorian Homes.” 

 •  Fisherman’s Wharf and PIER 39 - The premiere entertainment destination on 
the San Francisco waterfront and home to the world-famous sea lions.

 •  Sausalito – Via Ferry Cruise, enjoy the great views of San Francisco Bay, 
Alcatraz and The Golden Gate Bridge then soak up the laid-back 
Mediterranean atmosphere of Sausalito.  

 •  Muir Woods – This National Monument is home to the Coastal Redwoods.

 •  Napa Valley Wine Train, Sonoma Valley - Aboard the famous Napa Valley 
Wine Train we’ll learn the colorful history of the region and enjoy the view. 
Then we’ll taste the wine and take a private tour and tasting at Grgich 
Hills Estate. 

 •  Historic Sonoma Plaza -  Enjoy exploring the old adobe storefronts, 
meandering alleyways and the courtyard of this gorgeous historic landmark, 
once a Mexican Military outpost. 

 •  Monterey / Carmel / Famous Coastal Highway 1 – We’ll ride down one of the 
most scenic roads in our country - the coast-hugging Highway 1. We’ll pass 
the mansions of Pebble Beach, the iconic 17-Mile Drive then enjoy Monterey 
and Carmel, plus a drive through the tech-haven known as Silicon Valley. 

 •  Sacramento – Old Sacramento Waterfront and The State Railroad Museum - 
See immaculately restored engines and cars and then journey into the past 
with a short trip along the Sacramento River aboard a vintage car.  

 •  Lake Tahoe – Drive into the Sierra Nevada Mountains to beautiful Lake Tahoe, 
the jewel of Nevada. We’ll enjoy a sunset Dinner Cruise on the picturesque 
Emerald Bay. 

 •  Reno, NV “The Biggest Little City in the World” - The National Automobile 
Museum (The Harrah Collection) has been collecting and preserving the automobile 
with an emphasis on vehicles collected by William Fisk “Bill” Harrah. 

 •  Virginia City, NV - The place the legendary Ben, Hoss, Adam and Lil’ Joe of 
Bonanza rode into for supplies or a night out on the town. We’ll take a tram 
tour of the many Victorian buildings built during a 19th-century 
mining boom.





Amana – Pella and The World’s Pearl
Button Museum
June 3 – 5, 2020
$563 per person double • $693 per person single                    
We’ve planned the perfect springtime experience. You’ll see and perhaps 
choose to walk down Snake Alley (the shape, not the reptile) and then visit 
one of the most fascinating museums you’ll ever visit. The director of the 
World’s Pearl Button Museum will captivate you with the amazing stories 
and you’re sure to be amazed with the displays of millions of buttons and 
machinery, tools and storyboards. Then there’s time for the gift shop of 
course (while the fellows check out the other exhibits about the retread 
factory here that Bridgestone bought). In Amana Colonies we’ll hear the 
history and interesting stories of these seven villages and make stops at 
many of the shops (General Store, Broom and Basket and more) and enjoy a 
special lunch at the Ox Yoke Inn. The next stop is Pella which proudly displays 
her Dutch heritage. We’ll tour the enormous operating Vermeer Windmill, 
see the amazing miniature village and watch the Klockenspiel play music 
as eight four-foot historic Pella characters perform.

Spectacular South Africa
October 22 – November 4, 2020

Travel Show – Springfield – November 12, 2019
South Africa’s cosmopolitan cities, posh resorts, expansive desert, 
magnificent wildlife and fertile wine country combine with a harmonious 
mix of many cultures to create a beautiful mosaic to discover on this 
fascinating tour. Ponder history during a visit to the Apartheid Museum.  
Search out the “Big Five” during an open–air safari game drive. Visit the 
Featherbed Nature Reserve. Travel the lush Garden Route between the 
mountains and the balmy Indian Ocean. Visit a working ostrich farm. 
Indulge in a wine tasting and lunch at a local vineyard in the winelands 
region. Relax during a leisurely stay in Cape Town, one of the most 
beautiful cities in the world.
More information will be told at the travel show.  
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